
St. Boniface (Manitoba)    Spring-Summer 2015 

Y ears come and go and 
each one is different. For 

instance 2014 was a year of 
transition for Maison Gabrielle-
Roy, whereas 2015 will most 
certainly be a year of change.  

The first change, probably the 
most important, has to do with 
the general management. Ac-
cording to plan, our current 
executive director, Andréanne 
Caux, will be leaving at the end 
of August to study Education at 
the Université de Saint-
Boniface. I would like to thank 
Andréanne for performing her 
duties in a remarkably efficient 
and professional manner.  

Therefore, in early Septem-
ber, a new person will take over 
the general management of 
Maison Gabrielle-Roy. The re-
cruitment process has already 
begun and will continue throug-
hout the summer.  

Second major change: we 
have set in motion our multi-
year marketing and develop-
ment strategy. Adopted in No-
vember 2014, it has a dual pur-
pose: on the one hand, to in-
crease Maison Gabrielle-Roy’s 

visibility and to strengthen its 
impact on the public; on the 
other hand to establish the 
main aspects of medium and 
long- term development 
(programming, partnerships, 
broadening the target audience, 
etc.). 

One of the first visible signs of 
this strategy is the adoption of 
an annual theme as well as a 
greater media presence, in par-
ticular on social media. The 
annual theme in 2015, as you 
may already know, is the 70th 

anniversary of the publication 
of Bonheur d’occasion (The Tin  
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S p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

T his past winter, I took a 
leave from my position as 

writer-in-residence at Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy to concentrate on 
Théâtre des animaux, the last 
play in Cercle Molière’s 2014-15 
season. I felt genuinely privile-
ged to be a part of a troupe that 
managed to make people in St. 
Boniface laugh until they split 
their sides for three weeks. 
However, my return home to 
375 Deschambault St. feels to 
me like a new beginning. 

My first activity was the orga-
nisation, with Andréanne Caux’s 
valuable assistance, of a literary 
evening held last April 23rd. The 
evening was of special impor-
tance as we were launching the 
new issue of Cahiers franco-
canadiens de l’Ouest (CFCO) and 

we were celebrating the World 
Book and Copyright Day. 

It doesn’t happen often that a 
university magazine organizes a 
launch for one of its issues. 
However it was fitting as this 
Cahier (Vol. 26, no 1 et 2) was 
essentially dedicated to Gabriel-
le Roy, to Maison Gabrielle-Roy 
and to its creation. Two years 
ago, François Lentz, then presi-
dent of the MGR, had the idea 
of recognizing the 10th anniver-
sary of the opening of the mu-
seum with a literary publication. 
He and I decided on a format: a 
collection of literary and visual 
creations on the theme of 

“Construire maison” (“Building 
a house”). 

I put out a call for submissions 
to which 13 authors and three 
visual creators from Manitoba, 
Alberta, Quebec and Ontario 
responded. Each of them inter-
preted the theme the same way 
a house is built and lived in – in 
their own way – be it as poets, 
playwrights, novelists, cartoo-
nists, photographers, seams-
tresses or essayists.   

More elements were subse-
quently added: La Maison Ga-
brielle-Roy : patrimoine, créa-
tion, résonances by François 
Lentz, the play Gabrielle, gar-
dienne de l’horizon by Lise Ga-
boury-Diallo, testimonials from 
Aimé Badiou and Hélène Lejeu-
ne, former students of Gabrielle 

Continued on page 3  

BERTRAND NAYET,  

WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE  

AT MAISON GABRIELLE-ROY 

MAISON GABRIELLE-ROY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President:  

Laurent Gimenez 

Vice-president:  

Mélanie Jichuk 

Treasurer:  

Jules Chartier 

Secretary:  

Anne-Marie Maupertuis 

Administrators:  

Colombe Fafard-Chartier 
Christian Morissette 

Laura Sims 

PERSONNEL 
Executive Director: 

Andréanne Caux 
Marketing and develop-

ment Coordinator: 

Dominick Blais 

Accountant:  

Stella Labossière 

Get updates on activities at 
Maison Gabrielle-Roy on our 

website 
(www.maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca) 
as well as Facebook and Twitter. 

Should you wish to comment on 
this newsletter, or share 

information, please write us at Box 
133-375 Deschambault St.,   

St. Boniface, Manitoba, R2H 3B4  
or email us at 

info@maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca 

http://www.maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca
mailto:info@maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca
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E very spring, Maison Gabrielle-Roy 
prepares to greet visitors from Mani-

toba and elsewhere throughout the entire 

tourist season. 

Three summer employees will be lending 
a hand to the personnel and regular volun-
teers. They are Kelle Perreault, who comes 
from Quebec to fill the position of adminis-
trative assistant, and two Manitobans, 
Adriana Chinchilla-Chaput and Gabrielle 
Gagnon, who will be serving as guides for 

the second year in a row.  

In anticipation of the upcoming tourist 
season, the Board of Directors took the 
decision to increase entry fees for the first 
time since the museum’s opening in 
2003. Entry fees previously varied from 
$3.00 to $5.00, but have been increased 
to $5.00 (seniors, students, children un-

der 16 years of age and groups), $8.00 
(adults) and $20.00 (families). Another 
change: from now on, admission is free 

the first Friday of each month.  

As of June 1st, visitors to the Maison will 
also discover a new exhibition dedicated 

to Bonheur d’occasion (The Tin Flute), 
whose 70th anniversary we are celebrating 
this year. It is made up of photos, a Power-
Point presentation of the Saint-Henri 
neighbourhood then and now, and a dis-
play of a number of editions of the novel 

published since 1945. 

July 1st, the public will be invited to 
watch the film adaptation of Bonheur d’oc-
casion directed by Claude Fournier in 
1983. It will be a real block party with soft 
drinks and popcorn (screening will be insi-

de if the weather is bad). 

And finally, during the month of August, 
we will organize an excursion to Winnipeg 
Beach, a place that was close to Gabrielle 
Roy’s heart. All of the details will be an-

nounced in advance in the media. 

A  brunch with period costumes and the 
launch of a university magazine total-

ly dedicated to Gabrielle Roy are some of 
the activities that Maison Gabrielle-Roy set 
in motion over the past five months in 

2015. 

A total of 141 people attended the tradi-
tional Gabrielle-Roy brunch that took place 
on March 22nd at the St. Boniface Golf 
Club. The event was focused on the 70 
years of Bonheur d’occasion (The Tin Flu-
te), and it was to mark this occasion that 
the volunteers and some members of the 

public dressed in the styles of the 1940s.  

The brunch benefited from very good 
media coverage (La Liberté, Radio-
Canada, CBC Radio and CTV), allowing us 
to generate a profit of about $2,760. Last 
year, the event drew 132 participants and 

generated a profit of approximately 
$2,969. We hope to have even more fun – 
and even more participants and profit! – in 

2016.  

April 23rd, the World Book and Copyright 
Day provided an opportunity for Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy to host a warm and enthu-
siastic crowd who were on hand for the 
launch of the special edition of Cahiers 
franco-canadiens de l'Ouest entitled Au-

tour de Gabrielle Roy.  

This issue, centred on the theme of 
‘building a house’, contains more than 
twenty contributions, including an inter-
view with two of Gabrielle Roy’s former 
students and an article by François Lentz 
that is entirely dedicated to Maison Ga-
brielle-Roy. Copies of this issue are availa-
ble at the Maison’s gift shop at a cost of 
$25 as well as on the website of Presses 
universitaires de Saint-Boniface (http://
ustboniface.ca/presses/publications-des-

pusb). 

It is worth noting that, amongst other 
activities, a series of four workshops on 
self-publishing was offered this April at 
Maison Gabrielle-Roy. The activity is a per-
fect fit as one the core missions of the 
organisation consists in promoting writing 
in the French language in Manitoba. Eight 
people took part in these workshops and 
there is already talk of organizing a new 
series, possibly outside of Winnipeg. A big 
thank you to the workshops facilitators, 

Mélanie Jichuk et Lucienne Châteauneuf. 

A n  o v e r v i e w  o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  

A bout twenty people attended Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy’s Annual General Mee-

ting that took place on May 21st, 2015. 

All of the resolutions on the table, inclu-
ding the adoption of the 2014 financial 
report, were adopted unanimously. The 
complete 2014 annual report is posted on 
the Maison Gabrielle-Roy website 

(www.maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca). 

Four members were elected or re-
elected unanimously by the Board of Di-
rectors: Colombe Fafard-Chartier (new 
member), as well as Jules Chartier, Méla-

nie Jichuk and Anne-Marie Maupertuis 
(renewed mandates). These are all three-

year mandates. 

There are still two vacant positions on 
the Board of Directors due to a lack of 
candidates. People interested in this vo-
lunteer position are encouraged to let us 
know by communicating with Maison  
Gabrielle-Roy by telephone (204 231-
3853) or by email (info@maison 
gabrielleroy.mb.ca). We would like to 
thank Jean-Daniel Boulet who did a won-
derful job of presiding (in a volunteer ca-

pacity) over the AGM. 

S u m m a r y  o f  t h e  A G M  

Volunteer Mireille Blanchette with a group 

of visitors. 

In May,  Maison Gabrielle-Roy drew a small 
crowd the day Jane's Walk was held, and re-
ceived more than 300 visitors during Doors 

Open Winnipeg.  

http://ustboniface.ca/presses/publications-des-pusb
http://ustboniface.ca/presses/publications-des-pusb
http://ustboniface.ca/presses/publications-des-pusb
http://www.maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca/
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Bulletin Board 
 Winners of the draws  
Congratulations to Yolande Marion, 
Karelle Arbez and Diane Guénette, 
winners of Maison Gabrielle-Roy’s 
March, April and May calendar-lottery 
draws. A big thank you to our spon-
sors for these months: Assiniboine 
Park Conservancy and Constance 

Popp Chocolatier. 

 Goodbye Francis! 

Precision, reliability and good hu-
mour: three words that sum up, al-
though incompletly, the qualities that 
Francis Tremblay demonstrated 
during the years that he sat on the 
Board of Directors of Maison Gabriel-
le-Roy. Not to mention his remarkable 
talents as master of ceremonies du-
ring our traditional brunch in the 
month of March! Francis and his fami-
ly have moved to Brandon where we 
wish them all of the happiness and 

success they deserve. 

L a  M a i s o n  a u  f i l  d e s  s a i s o n s  

D oris Lemoine has been a volunteer at Maison Gabriel-
le-Roy for exactly 20 years. Beginning as a member of 

the Board of Directors, she then presided over the museum 
planning committee, a position that she recently left after 
10 years of extraordinary service. Doris will continue to do vo-
lunteer work at Maison Gabrielle-Roy, mostly as a guide. She 

was willing to answer a few questions. 

What are the main tasks of the  

museum planning committee? 

“In 2003, when the museum opened, the stove 
and the piano were practically the only furnitu-
re. We had to go to sales and antique stores to 
find more furniture as well as accessories. It 
was almost a full-time job! Today, we still recei-
ve small objects. One of the tasks of the com-
mittee is to decide whether to accept them or 
not, and whether we place them in the mu-
seum or whether to store them. All of the ob-
jects are labeled, catalogued and recorded in a 
database. The committee also takes care of 
the exhibitions. You have to start working on 
each exhibition about three years in advance, 

to request grants, to do research, etc.” 

What is your best memory of Maison 

Gabrielle-Roy? 

“Opening day in 2003. All of the volunteers, who had worked 
so hard since 1995, were very happy to see that the house 

was finally open to the public.” 

Your biggest pleasure as volunteer? 

“As a guide, what I enjoy most is to give visitors who don’t 
know Gabrielle the bug. To talk to them about her and her 

works, to encourage them to read her (I usually recommend 
Rue Deschambault (Street of Riches) to start), to plant a 

seed…” 

Your first memories of Gabrielle Roy? 

“I never studied Gabrielle Roy in school. When I was in high 
school at the Sainte-Agathe convent – I finished in 1957 -, she 

was not part of the programme. It is more as 

an adult that I really came to know her.” 

Your favourite work by Gabrielle Roy? 

“Probably La détresse et l’enchantement 
(Enchantment and Sorrow). It is the work that 
helped me to know Gabrielle more intimately. 
I also really enjoyed Ces enfants de ma vie 
(Children of my Heart). As a former teacher, it 

brought back a lot of memories.” 

Your favourite authors? 

“Daniel Pennac, Bernard Pivot, Marek Halter, 
Bernadette Renaud, Christine Brouillet, Domi-
nique Demers;  Manitoban authors : Simone 
Chaput, Roger Léveillé, Lise Gaboury-Diallo; 
and, in English : Jane Austen and Lucie Maud 

Montgomery.” 

Your wish for Maison Gabrielle-Roy? 

“I would like to win the lottery to be able to ensure a perma-
nent onsite museum curator! I would also like to see the group 
of volunteers grow and for us to implement activities that 

would encourage them to stay.” 

A warm thank you and congratulations to Doris from the Board 
of Directors, the personnel and the volunteers of Maison  

Gabrielle-Roy for her 20 years of volunteer work. 

Roy in Cardinal, four letters from Gabrielle 
Roy to Léonie Guyot, Gabrielle Roy, une 
célébrité difficilement acceptée chez elle by 
Jacqueline Blay, and 
three letters to Harvey 
Bride who was doing 
research on the novelist.  

Furthermore, it is im-
portant to note that 
« Construire maison » is 
the fourth publication 
emerging from the wri-
ter’s residency of MGR 
along with four short 
stories written by partici-
pants in one of my work-
shops (CFCO 2010), the 
anthology Contes de fils 
et d’eaux (Éd. des Plai-
nes) and the collection of haikus Sur une 
même écorce (Éd. David).  

For the second part of the evening on 
April 23rd, I had invited three of my collea-

gues, Charles Leblanc, Bathélemy Bolivar 
and Lise Gaboury-Diallo, to read a few of 
their literary creations along with me.  

    I am always very enthused 
by these presentations as 
they present a special op-
portunity to include my 
writing colleagues and to 
experience the reaction of 
the public to my writings.  

    During the course of this 
evening dedicated to litera-
ture, a number of attentive 
participants heard very 
contemporary texts and 
were able to recollect or to 
discover the classics, thanks 
to a simple and amusing 
literary game that followed. 

See you soon and have a great summer! 
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GABRIELLE-ROY PRIZE 

The Prix Gabrielle -Roy 2014 

(Francophone section) was awarded on 
May 30 to Patricia Smart for De Ma-

rie de l’Incarnation à Nelly Arcan. Se 

dire, se faire par l’écriture intime 

(Éditions du Boréal). 

The jury was composed of Isabelle 

Boisclair (Université de Sherbrooke), 

Anne Sechin (Université de Saint-

Boniface) and Élise Lepage (University 

of Waterloo). It selected Patricia Smart’s 

book out of the eighteen works received.  

The award-winning book necessitated 

the research and analysis of a vast body  

 

of newspapers and autobiographies 

spanning the period from the beginnings 

of New France until today. The authors 

that were studied saw writing as a venue 

that allowed them to take charge of their 

own lives and to make a mark on the 

world around them.  

In the English section, the 2014  

Gabrielle Roy Prize was granted to 
Neal McLeod for Indigenous Poetics in 

Canada (Wilfrid Laurier University 

Press). The Prix Gabrielle-Roy is han-

ded out each year by The Association of 

Canadian and Quebec Literatures to the 

two best works of literary criticism in 

French and English. 

RADIO/TELEVISION 

Annette Saint-Pierre shares her me-

mories about Gabrielle Roy in two 

recent radio broadcast interviews. The 
first one, produced in English by Terry 

MacLeod, was broadcast on CBC Ra-

dio One on March 21st. You can tune in 

to it at this address: www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=X0v1sGv7-YI.  

The second interview is a televised por-

trait of Annette Saint-Pierre broadcast 

on TFO on April 19. It can be accessed 

at this address: www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=LjaZ5vIltmI. 
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Flute), which was at the heart of the Ga-
brielle-Roy Brunch last March 22nd. We will 
continue to celebrate this anniversary, in a 
number of ways, throughout the coming 
months.  

As far as strengthening our media presen-
ce is concerned, a visit to Maison Gabrielle-
Roy’s Facebook page will testify to it. In this 
respect, I would like to thank our marketing 
and development coordinator, Dominick 
Blais, for his enthusiasm and creativity.  

And finally, the change also concerns the 
team of volunteers. We have known for a 
long time that it needs to be shored up and 
renewed. Therefore, we have put a number 
of initiatives in place that will hopefully pay 
off over the next few weeks. Let’s hope 
that the names of a few new volunteers will 
be in the next Gabrielle-Roy newsletter, 
people who are united by their passion for 
cultural heritage, literature… and Gabrielle 
Roy.  

Until then, I wish you a great summer 
filled with enchantment. 

Many thanks... 

to Rinella Printers Limited for 

sponsoring parts of the printing costs of 

this Newsletter; 

to Simone Hébert Allard for having 

translated the newsletter into English. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0v1sGv7-YI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0v1sGv7-YI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjaZ5vIltmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjaZ5vIltmI

