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A lmost seventy years ago, 
on June 1945, a novel 

appeared on the literary scene 
that would upset literary history 
in Canada and more broadly, 
the French-speaking world.  

The Tin Flute (Bonheur d’occa-
sion in French) was a novel of 
many firsts: first important work 
of fiction published by Gabrielle 
Roy; first truly urban novel of 
French-Canadian literature; first 
important French literary award 
discerned to a Canadian writer 
(the Prix Femina, in 1947).  

Almost seventy years have 
passed and readers of The Tin 
Flute continue to be moved. 
Gabrielle Roy’s writing hasn’t 
aged. The characters she dra-
matized still exist today. The 

extreme poverty in Saint-Henri 
has largely disappeared, but the 
neighbourhood still holds true 
to its industrial and working 
class roots. Even the famous 
wedge house of Jean Lévesque 
is still standing, and is even 
rather attractive judging by 
recent photos.  

Accordingly, Maison Gabriel-
le-Roy chose to celebrate this 
great novel with universal and 
relevant themes in 2015. The 
Gabrielle Roy Brunch, that will 
take place March 22, will be 
celebrating under the banner of 
The Tin Flute. We encourage 

you to buy your tickets now, 
and, if you are up to it, to at-
tend dressed in the styles of 
1945. The costume party is one 
the surprises this year’s brunch 
has in store for you.  

A number of other activities 
around the theme of The Tin 
Flute will occur periodically 
throughout the year 2015 at 
Maison Gabrielle-Roy. We will 
keep you up to date through 
the local media and this new-
sletter.  

We are counting on you to 
help Manitoba celebrate in the 
joy of this novel whose dark 
note readers surely remember 
as well as its gloomy conclusion: 
“Very low in the sky, somber 
clouds heralded a storm.” 

LAURENT GIMENEZ, PRESIDENT  

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF MAISON GABRIELLE-ROY 

Get updates on activities at 

Maison Gabrielle-Roy on our 

website 

(www.maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca) 

as well as Facebook. 

Should you wish to comment on 

this newsletter, or share 

information, please write us at Box 

133-375 Deschambault St.,   

St. Boniface, Manitoba, R2H 3B4  

or email us at 

info@maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca 
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“ A u t o u r  d e  G a b r i e l l e  R o y ”  

I n collaboration with Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy, the Centre 

d’études franco-canadiennes de 
l’Ouest (CEFCO), situated at 
Université de Saint-Boniface, is 
producing a special issue to 
commemorate the 10th anniver-
sary of the opening of Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy , that took place 
in 2013, in a special edition of 
its magazine Cahiers franco-
canadiens de l'Ouest. The issue 
will be available in March 2015.  

The CEFCO, which opened in 
1978, has a dual mandate: to 
promote the production of 
scientific research and literary 
creation relevant to Western 

Canada, in the French language; 
to facilitate the distribution, in 
French, of knowledge pertaining 
to Western Canada, including, 
amongst other things, the publi-
cation of the magazine Cahiers 
franco-canadiens de l'Ouest. 

The articles and the occasio-
nal iconographic documents 
that make up the content of this 
special issue illustrate, each in 
their own way, the title of this 
special edition, Autour de  
Gabrielle Roy:   

- a text presenting Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy, in particular its 
historical mission and its voca-
tion as regards culture and iden-
tity; 

- a variety of very diverse 
creations, initiated and gathe-
red by Bertrand Nayet, Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy’s writer-in-
residence, on the theme 
“Building a house”; these crea-
tions demonstrate magnificen-
tly how a common theme can 
be interpreted and represented 
so differently; one of the texts 

Continued on page 2  

FRANÇOIS LENTZ,  

PAST PRESIDENT OF THE  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MGR 
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Conference : Gabrielle Roy 
et le régime seigneurial  
Thursday February 26 from 7:00 to 
9:30 p.m. at MGR 

Free admission 

In February 1941, the young journalist 
Gabrielle Roy published an article about 
the seigniorial system that had just di-
sappeared in Quebec, in Le bulletin des 
agriculteurs. She examined the topic in 
a clear and critical way which historians 
didn’t do for several decades. This is the 
theme of the conference that will be 
presented by professor Benoît Grenier 

of Université de Sherbrooke. 

Gabrielle Roy Brunch 
Sunday March 22 starting at noon 

St. Boniface Golf Course  

(100 Youville Street)  

Our traditional annual celebration of the 
birth of Gabrielle Roy this year will be 
under the banner of the 70th anniversa-
ry of the publication of The Tin Flute. 
Attendees who are so inclined are invi-
ted to dress in the style of 1945. Tickets 
are $50 and must be bought in advance 
[ 2 3 3 ‑ a l l ô  ( 2 0 4  2 3 3 ‑ 2 5 5 6 ) , 

1 800 665‑4443 or at 375 Descham-

bault St.].  

Workshops on self-
publishing 
April 4, 11, 18 and 25 at MGR  

Led by Bertrand Nayet, this series of 
free workshops in French is aimed at 
people who have already written texts 
and hope to publish them without going 
through a publishing house. For additio-
nal information or to register, contact 

Andréanne Caux at 204 231-3853.  

Launch:  
Autour de Gabrielle Roy 
Thursday April 23 in the evening at 

MGR — Free admission 

The new issue of Cahiers franco-
canadiens de l’Ouest dedicated to  
Gabrielle Roy will be officially launched, 
as it should, in the writer’s native home, 

on the World Book and Copyright Day.  

AGM of MGR 
Thursday May 21 at 7:00 p.m. at 
MGR   

is the monologue in La visite chez Mélina, 
performed inside the Maison over the past 
few summers; 

-  the original text of a play dedicated to 
Gabrielle Roy and performed the year of the 
10th anniversary;  

- the account of two former students of 
Gabrielle Roy, during the 1929-30 school year 
in Cardinal, in which they share fond recollec-
tions of their former school teacher (and their 
amazing memory!);  

- a text recounting the somewhat lukewarm 
reception in St. Boniface to her first novel;  

- three letters, pertaining to Gabrielle Roy, 
from the Harvey Bride collection: during the 
course of the 2013 Maison Gabrielle Roy 
Brunch, Mr. Harvey Bride, a retired high 
school teacher from the Toronto area, made a 
donation of all of the documentation he had 
collected to compose his master’s thesis, enti-
tled Bio-bibliographie de Gabrielle Roy, depo-
sited in 1971 at the University of Toronto. 

The issue also contains four unpublished 
letters written by Gabrielle Roy, presented by 
her biographer François Ricard, in which her 
talent as a writer emerges, and later defines 
her.  

The issue ends with an inventory of the 
texts on Gabrielle Roy published by the Centre 
d'études franco-canadiennes de l'Ouest, proof 
alone of how rich Gabrielle Roy’s works are in 
their interpretive potential.  

Together, all of these texts provide an echo, 
once again, of how Gabrielle Roy and her work 
continue to resonate, even more than thirty 
years after her passing.  

This special edition can be added to two 
thematic issues dedicated to Gabrielle Roy, 
published previously in Cahiers franco-
canadiens de l'Ouest : in 1991 (vol. 3, no 1, 
« Gabrielle Roy : voies nouvelles ») and in 
1996 (vol. 8, no 2, « Gabrielle Roy »). 

The magnificent quilt representing Gabrielle 
Roy, created by visual artist Colette Balcaen 
and kept in the basement of the Maison, gra-
ces the cover of this special issue, which will 
be sold in Maison Gabrielle-Roy’s gift shop.  

Happy reading!  

M a i s o n  G a b r i e l l e - R o y ’ s  n e w s l e t t e r  

  AUTOUR DE GABRIELLE ROY 
  Continued from page 1 

M aison Gabrielle-Roy’s fundraising 
campaign, launched in the last 

months of 2014, has allowed us to col-
lect about $8,500. This is $1,000 more 

than we had hoped for. 

Taking our expenses into account, the 
total amount of surplus should be bet-
ween $5,000 and $6,000. Our heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who contributed 
towards this success by buying copies of 
our 2015 calendar, by making  a dona-
tion, by becoming members of Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy or by renewing their an-

nual membership.  

Thanks also to our sponsors, and to 
the volunteers who worked tirelessly to 
sell the calendars. There are still about 
150 calendars left that are currently 
being sold in our gift shop at a reduced 
price of $8. It is an ideal souvenir gift for 
visitors who will discover the Maison 

throughout 2015.  

The 2014 fundraising campaign was 
part of the annual strategy that the 

Board of Directors adopted last Novem-
ber in view of raising funds. The goal for 
2015 will be three to four times higher 
than the $7,500 decided upon in 2014. 
The contract signed with Dominick Blais, 
who is a marketing specialist, will help 

us reach this ambitious goal.  

Besides the annual fundraising strate-
gy, the Board of Directors has adopted, 
as planned, a marketing and develop-
ment strategy that spans over several 
years. This will be presented in greater 
detail at our annual general meeting on 

May 21.  

You may remember that the main goal 
of these two strategies is to ensure long-
term financial autonomy to Maison Ga-
brielle-Roy on one hand, and on the 
other hand, to establish projects that 
will be executed over the years to ac-
complish the dual mission of the organi-
sation: to perpetuate the memory of 
Gabrielle Roy and to promote writing in 

Manitoba.   

W e  d i d  i t !  

Help us to save money… 

and trees! … 
by asking to receive the next issues of 

this newsletter in electronic format (PDF) 

instead of the printed edition. All you 

need to do is to send your email address 

to info@maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca.  
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 Three winners 
Congratulations to Denis and Léonne 
Marion as well as Raymond Simard, 
winners of the January and February 
draws of the Maison Gabrielle-Roy 
2015 calendar. The first winners recei-
ved a pair of tickets to the play Le des-
tin tragi-comique de Tubby et Nuttuby, 
held at Cercle Molière, and the second 
a family pass to Festival du Voyageur. 

Many thanks to our sponsors!  

 This isn’t goodbye! 
After having accepted to extend her stay 
for a year at Maison Gabrielle-Roy,  
Lucienne Châteauneuf left her posi-
tion as Maison Gabrielle-Roy’s executive 
director last November. She now works 
for the Fédération des aînés franco-
manitobains. Thanks a million to  
Lucienne from the part of the volun-
teers and personnel who hope to see 
her soon as a participant in our future 

activities.  

 A departure and a new 

arrival 
Volunteers at Maison Gabrielle-Roy will 
need to manage without the sunny dis-
position and enthusiasm of Josée  
Paquin, who must resign from her posi-
tion on the Board of Directors due to a 
lack of time. On the other hand, we are 
happy to announce that our team of 
volunteers has been relying on a new 
member, Colombe Chartier, over the 
past few months. We would like to 
thank Josée for her past contribution 

and Colombe for her new support. 

 Donation of objects 
A move prompted Gabrielle Roy’s niece 
Yolande Roy-Cyr, living in Gatineau, 
Quebec, to make a donation to Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy: a number of objects, 
including a bookshelf, now in the mu-
seum space on the third floor, as well 
as a sofa and a plaid afghan were dona-
ted. We would like to express our heart-
felt thanks to Mrs. Roy-Cyr for her frien-

dly gesture.  

 An outstanding volunteer 
Germaine Durand, who has been a 
volunteer at Maison Gabrielle-Roy since 
it opened in 2003, has decided to take 
a well-deserved rest. We will miss her 
attention to detail, her efficiency and 
her industriousness, especially when it 
came to running the gift shop and trai-
ning summer employees. Thanks for 

everything Germaine! 

S ince January 1, 2015, there has been 
a restructuring of the personnel at 

Maison Gabrielle-Roy.  

The functions of 
executive director 
have been entrusted 
to Andréanne Caux, 
who was already 
working in the capa-
city of administrative 
assistant since May 
2014. Andréanne, 
who is pursuing stu-
dies in Arts at Uni-
versité de Saint-Boniface, will carry out 
her duties at Maison Gabrielle-Roy three 
days per week until the end of April, then 

full time from May to August 2015.  

In addition, a one-year service contract 
has been signed with Dominick Blais, who 

will be working 12 hours a week as marke-
ting and development coordinator. Origi-
nally from Granby, 
Quebec, Dominick 
has been living in 
Manitoba for about 
ten years. He helps 
small businesses and 
non-profit organisa-
tions increase their 
visibility and their 
resources, mostly 
with the help of social 
media and the Inter-
net. Andréanne and 
Dominick, in their 
respective fields and with their particular 
talents, will help Maison Gabrielle-Roy get 
its programming under way, promote its 
programs and increase its financial auto-

nomy, amongst other things.   

N e w  s t a f f  o n  b o a r d  Bulletin 

Board 

A  M a i s o n  f o r  a l l  s e a s o n s !   
 September 25, 2014: Within the 

context of Livres en fête, the French com-
ponent of Thin Air, the Winnipeg Interna-
tional Writers’ Festival, Maison Gabrielle-
Roy invited the public to join authors Her-
ménégilde Chiasson (New Brunswick), 
Simone Chaput (Manitoba) and Hélène 
Koscielniak (Ontario), for an evening of 

readings enlivened by the sampling of 
original dishes from the three provinces 
they represented. Needless to say that no 
one left hungry! Two days later 
(September 27), on a splendid fall day, 
Maison Gabrielle-Roy celebrated the 
Culture Days by inviting people to sit on 
the verandah to listen to stories read by 
authors Jean Chicoine, Bertrand Nayet 
and Simone Chaput, accompanied by pia-
no music played by Anatol Rennie. Even 

summer came by to pay us a visit!  

 November 8, 15 and 22, 2014: 
The success of three workshops on tales, 
led by Bertrand Nayet, exceeded all expec-
tations. Not only did participants write one 

to four stories each, they all expressed 
interest in continuing to meet in order to 
perfect their art. Accordingly, Bertrand will 
continue to organize meetings throughout 
the year, as he has done with his Kukai 

Rouge haiku group.  

 November 30, 2014: Maison  

Gabrielle-Roy’s Christmas from yesteryear 
beat all of our participation records! The 
house was packed and the voices of 
adults and children could be heard throug-
hout, singing traditional songs that would 
surely have brought tears to the eyes of 

Gabrielle Roy and her family!   
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EXHIBITIONS 

 Gabrielle Roy translated 

Maison Gabrielle-Roy, May 2017 

In preparation for the 150th anniversary 

of Canada’s Confederation, the mu-

seum planning committee of Maison 

Gabrielle-Roy has set in motion an ex-

hibition project on the translation of 

Gabrielle Roy’s works.  

A grant proposal was presented at the 

end of January to Manitoba’s Historic 

Resources Branch in view of recruiting 

an exhibition curator to coordinate the 

entire project. We are also encouraging 

the public to participate: if you have 

any books by Gabrielle Roy translated 

into another language than English, and 

if you would either like to donate them 

or lend them for use in the exhibition, 

please contact Andréanne at Maison 

Gabrielle-Roy at 204 231-3853 or in-

fo@maisongabriel-leroy.mb.ca. 

 

TELEVISION 

 Presenting Annette Saint-Pierre 

Broadcast date to be determined  

Television journalist Normand Sauvé 

(TFO) will be coming to St. Boniface at 

the end of February to produce a pro-

gram on Annette Saint-Pierre, initiator 

and cofounder of Maison Gabrielle-

Roy. Part of the filming will take place 

at Maison Gabrielle-Roy. The broadcast 

date is not yet known, however it will 

no doubt be announced by the local 

media. You may also look up the show 

Canada à la carte on the Web at 

www1.tfo.org/education/Series/24733/ 

canada-a-la-carte. 

 

 

BOOKS 

 Album Gabrielle Roy 

Les Éditions du Boréal,  

November 2014 

This magnificent work illustrated with 

about 200 photos will bring the publis-

hing cycle of the Centenaire des œu-

vres de Gabrielle Roy to an end. What 

author François Ricard hopes to convey 

in this album  

is “the wri-

ter’s life, to 

tally dedica-

ted to litera-

ture, but 

also a nor-

mal life 

with 

friends, in 

settings 

and pla-

ces that 

she lo-

ved. It is the 

life of the woman and not of 

the author.”  

Album Gabrielle-Roy is on sale for $35 

at Maison Gabrielle-Roy’s gift shop. 

Many thanks... 

to Rinella Printers Limited for 

sponsoring parts of the printing costs of 

this Newsletter; 

to Simone Hébert Allard for having 

translated the newsletter into English. 
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